
 

 

YEAR 1 – No written calculation see CPA policy 

 

YEAR 2 - Two digit numbers – Expanded Column Method 

Pupils need to be able to recognise the value of the tens and ones without recording 
the partitioning. Pupils add in column starting with the ones. 
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YEAR 3 – Three digit numbers – Expanded Column Method 

Pupils build on work in year 2 by using the expanded column method to add 3 digit 

numbers. Pupils then add in columns starting with the ones, 

 
YEAR 4 – Up to four digit numbers – Column Method 

Pupils move from the expanded method to column method without recording the 

individual totals. Pupils carry numbers underneath the calculation. 

 

 

 

 
 

Expanded column method only to be taught 

to children if and when ready in summer term. 

Column method to be taught to children when 

ready – cohort dependent. 


