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AFS gains the OPAL 
Platinum Award  

We are absolutely delighted to announce 
that following our audit this week, we 
have been awarded the OPAL Platinum 
Award.  

This has been a whole school effort between the children, staff and our families, however, HUGE 
credit and a MASSIVE thank you must be given to Mrs Johnston and Miss Watson who have led us 
on this journey. Both of them have done an AMAZING job and have been the driving force behind 
all that we have achieved. 

Mrs Johnston and Miss Watson – THANK YOU!!!!!! 

 

 

  



To Archibald First School,  

Huge congratulations on achieving your OPAL Platinum Award. It has been wonderful working with 
your school over the past 20 months to see the transformation that has taken place in the school's 
approach to the provision of quality play. 

The school has implemented many of the cultural and practical changes recommended in the OPAL 
programme and the results are clear to see, Archibald is now truly an award level OPAL 
school. This means that every child has an amazing playtime every day.  

It also means that play is taken seriously at the school and is given appropriate leadership, 
planning, evaluation and resources.  

OPAL Platinum status puts your school in the top 0.05 percentile of UK primary schools in 
terms of the quality of your play offer.  

Playtimes at Archibald are inclusive, joyful and provide a wonderful variety of types of 
play. 

 

The initial baseline audit in June 2022 scored 38%. That score is now 90% - wow, what an 
incredible journey you have been on at Archibald First school …and what an amazing outcome. You 
have totally transformed your playtimes ensuring all children have access to the most amazing play 
offer every single day. You have opened up all areas of you site and developed a huge variety of 
zones. Allowing your children permission to get muddy, take risks, and have lots and lots of fun. 
You have changed lunch time practise, upskilled your staff, worked with parents so they understand 
the importance of play to their children’s health and wellbeing with the result being an OPAL 
Platinum Award for quality playtimes. Only 2% of schools in the country have such an accolade for 
the quality of their provision. I am so proud of you all. The working party has been instrumental in 
this change, your inspiration and commitment are second to none. As a school it is evident play is 
valued, planned for and invested in. Well Done! 

Well done to you all, the play offer you have provided for all of your children at 
Archibald is outstanding. Praise to all staff, including your play team and working party who 
are very much at the heart of playtimes. 

To find out more about OPAL Play The OPAL Primary Programme - Outdoor Play And Learning 

Explore Archibald's OPAL information here: OPAL - Archibald First School 

https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/the-opal-primary-programme/
https://www.archibaldfirstschool.co.uk/opal/
https://www.archibaldfirstschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/OPAL-PLatinum-Award.png


Our school value of Caring… 

Love and Kindness 
Between  now and the 14th February, we would love to see pictures of 
things that you love or pictures that represent love and kindness. Please 
share these via Twitter. Mention @archibaldfirst and include #AFSLove  

 

Attendance 
 

As of 8.2.24, our whole school attendance is 96.8%. Well done to 
everyone who has been at school every day possible. Can we get it up 
to 97%??? 

 

Appointments 
 
Dentist and doctor’s appointments should NOT be made between 
8.45am and 3.15pm.  
When children are taken out of school for these reasons you must 
produce proof of the appointment by letter, email, appointment 
card or text message. 
No proof of appointment will equal unauthorised absence. 

 

 

Free Service to Recycle Small Electricals  
    
Recycling small electrical items has just got easier 
for residents after we launched a new free service. 
Residents can book online to have their broken or 
unwanted electricals, such as kettles, toasters and 
gadgets, collected from their doorstep for free. The 
Newcastle Small Electrical Recycling Service will be 
trialled for 12 months and aims to collect up to 
30,000 items, which may not have been recycled. 
  
You can find out more about the project here 
 

 

https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/citylife-news/new-small-electrical-recycling-service-launched


Active Travel to School 
Below are the results of our first survey of the school year. Well done to the 79% who actively 
travel to school. To anyone using the car because it is a necessity, please park away from Archibald 
Street and finish your journey to school with a short healthy walk. 

 

 
 

Planet Protectors 



Thank you to our Planet 
Protectors for their posters 
linked to parking, idling and 
travelling to school. The 
residents were all delighted 
and we will hopefully see 
them up along the street very 
soon. Please do take notice of 
their messages.  

 

 

  



Our Children’s Voice 
All the children in school were asked about life at Archibald. Take a look at what they said below. 

 
Homework is always a tricky one but we will keep working on making the homework as useful as 
possible. 

Clubs – we have suggested that if anyone does not like the clubs they are doing that they could 
speak to their grown – ups. Please feed back to us too ������ 

For question 14 we explored this further… The children quantified this as 1 or 2 people 
as opposed to ‘lots of people’. They would like everyone to: -  

• look after the OPAL equipment 
• be careful when running around so bumps don’t happen 
• not push in the line for lunch 
• friends to let you play other games to the ones they want 



WE LOVE OPAL! 
Our current wish list… 

Water area: 

 Sea creature 
toys 

 
  

 

School Events 
 
February 2024 
12 Class 10 Assembly 2.45 pm 
13 Class 9 Assembly 2.45 pm 
16 School closes at 3.15pm for the half term break 
26 Welcome back to school for the second part of the 
spring term 
26 SEND Coffee morning 9am 
26-28 Year 4 at Robinwood 
27 Class 3 Parent Lunch 
28 Year 1 visit to the Laing Art Gallery 
29 Year 2 visit to the Laing Art Gallery 
29 Class 4 Parent Lunch 
 
March 2024 
04 Understanding Bereavement Workshop with St 
Oswald’s 2-3pm 
08 PTFA Bake Sale – Class 5 3.15 pm 
11 Egyptian Workshop from Durham University for Year 3 
18 Reception to visit All Saints Church to learn about Easter 
19 Parents’ Evening Nursery to Year 4 3.30pm-6pm 
20 PTFA Spring Disco 
25/26 PTFA Easter Egg Hunt 
25 Class 8 Assembly 2.45 pm 
25 Class 9 Parents’ Evening 3.30pm-6pm 
26 Class 7 Assembly 2.45 pm 
27 Parents’ Evening Nursery to Year (not Class 9) 3.30pm-6pm 
28 School closes at 3.15pm for the Spring break 



Competition Time… 

 
Competition Time… 



 
 

 

Get to know more about the staff… 

Mrs Corrigan      Ms Darnell 



            
Favourite animal 
Giraffe 
Best thing about working at 
Archibald 
Working with the staff and children 
Best Joke 
What is worse than finding a worm in 
your apple? 
Half a worm 
Fun fact 
Elephants can’t jump 
If you could only eat one thing 
forever, what would it be? 
Crisps 
Describe yourself in 3 words… 
Great, wonderful, modest 
Worst nightmare? 
Having to answer these questions! 
 

 Favourite colour   
Orange  
Best joke   
What kind of music do mummies listen to? 
Wrap music   
When you aren't at work, what do 
you do?  
I love baking cakes. 
Interesting fact   
If you sneeze too hard, you can break a 
rib 
Favourite meal to cook 
Roast beef with all the trimmings 
What would you never eat even for a 
million pounds? 
Liver  
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